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Representation Agreements are documents that allow adults to appoint individuals to make their health and 
personal care decision in the event that they are not able to.  Only since February 2000 have we had this right 
in BC.  In the past, many people wrote Living Wills and other health care directives, but those were not legally 
binding documents and they could be over-ridden or ignored by family members or the medical community.  Today, 
Representation Agreements may be written as general or specifi c as individuals circumstances require.  The law 
allows for appointing representatives and alternate representatives, and even monitors to watch over the decisions 
that the appointed representatives make.

What happens if you don’t have a representation agreement in place?

When adults become incapacitated and do not have Representation Agreements, the medical community will search 
for the adult’s next of kin to act as temporary substitute decision makers.  The next-of-kin must honor any expressed 
wishes of the adult.  The Public Guardian and Trustee will only make medical and personal care decisions when 
adults who become incapacitated do not have a Representation Agreement and no next-of-kin can be located.  

Today people making Living Wills, health care directives and Representation Agreements.  This area of law is still 
developing so please ask your notary public or lawyer to determine which documents are best suited for you.

Representation Agreements are a key component of your estate plan.  Ensure your have covered off all of the bases 
and have left nothing to chance or speculation.  Professional advice will help you determine your requirements and 
guide you in choosing the most appropriate plan for a secure future. 

 
Article compliments of:   Fedewich & Company, Notaries Public

At Dundee Wealth, we believe that having a fi nancial plan forms the foundation necessary to grow, protect and transfer 
wealth from one generation to the next. We are committed to provide information on a variety of fi nancial planning topics 
so our clients are able to make informed decisions. 

The information contained in this publication was obtained from sources believed to be reliable; however, DundeeWealth,  
its affi liates, directors, offi cers, and offi cers or directors of its affi liates cannot guarantee its accuracy or completeness. 
This publication is for informational purposes only and should not solely be relied upon. Please consult your professional 
tax or legal advisor for advice related to your specifi c situation.
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What they are, and why you might consider one.
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